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CULTIVATE
NARRATIVE POWER

If narratives are the stories we tell to
make sense of the world, the frameworks
and metaphors that live underneath our
values, politics, principles, and actions,
creative writing can be a powerful tool
for intentionally cultivating helpful
narratives... and disrupting harmful ones.

A few narrative resources:

« Ricardo Levins Morales’ The Soil is
More Important than the Seeds

o MPD150's Enough Is Enough report

« Race Forward's Butterfly Lab for
Immigrant Narrative Strategy

« Narrative Initiative's Strategy Hub

« ..and more: guante.info/PromptZine
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ReFrame publishes an annual list of
narrative predictions, exploring the
stories, frameworks, and ways of
thinking that animate and drive our
politics. Find it at ThislsReframe.org.
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That resource identifies over 50
narratives-at-play and 6 narrative
openings, all of which could be writing
prompts. Which speak to your
experience? How do you see them
playing out in your life? What narratives
do you want to uplift? Or disrupt? What
counter-narratives can you share?

Lucille Clifton spoke of her work as a
way to comfort the afflicted and afflict
the comfortable. Two related prompts:

COMFORT: Write an ode (or elegy] to
affirm/celebrate the people you love.
Explore gratitude, memory, and legacy.

AFFLICT: Write an open letter to someone
causing harm. Speak truth to power. Be
ruthless. Be venomous. Be honest.

Even more writing prompts:

Find links to more idea-generating
resources at guante.info/PromptZine

And one more resource: check out my
virtual, asynchronous class: Meeting the
Moment: Political Poetry and the
Anthemic Impulse: guante.info/Anthemic
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LET EVERY
WORD BE A

WRENCH

IN THEIR
MACHINE

Writing prompts and visioning exercises
for poets, songwriters, storytellers, and
other creative communicators looking
to meet this moment.

Find the online version at
guante.info/PromptZine



